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Press Release 
Brussels, 6 June 
 
 

CER and UNIFE urge EU ministers to safeguard 31.7 billion for 
transport infrastructure  
 
Transport ministers will try to reach a partial general approach on the Connecting Europe Facility 

(CEF) at the Transport Council on 7 June. The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure 

Companies (CER) and the Association of the European Rail Industry (UNIFE) urge member states to 

support the Commission proposal, including its modal focus on rail and waterborne transport and 

to safeguard the EUR 31.7 billion budget for transport infrastructure proposed by the European 

Commission for the EU budget 2014-2020.  

 

CER and UNIFE wholeheartedly support the European Commission proposal on CEF as an important 

step towards a sustainable transport network and welcome the Council’s overall support for this 

financial instrument. However, in order to make the goals of the 2011 Transport White Paper reality, 

the rail associations urge EU member states to endorse the co-financing rates proposed by the 

European Commission. A clear shift towards more sustainable transport modes such as rail is needed 

in the next financing period.  

 

The 2011 Transport White Paper confirms the importance of transport and its contribution to Europe’s 

economy and growth. At the same time it calls for a radical shift towards a more sustainable and less 

fossil dependent transport system. The Connecting Europe Facility is one of the key proposals 

implementing this vision. The modal focus of the European Commission’ CEF proposal on rail and 

waterborne transport projects is a crucial part of this strategy.  

 

CER Executive Director Libor Lochman said: “The Connecting Europe Facility proposal will only be 

meaningful if it is backed by adequate funding. That’s why we urge EU member states and the 

European Parliament to ensure the EUR 31.7 billion budget. This amount equals about 3% of the total 

Multiannual Financial Framework which has been allocated to the Trans-European transport core 

infrastructure in 2014-2020. This is a vital minimum and must be guaranteed more than ever, if we 

want the TEN-T policy to become reality.” 

 

UNIFE Director General Philippe Citroën said: “The European Rail Industry is keen on the actual 

Implementation of the TEN-T programme. In this respect, the Connecting Europe Facility is a very 

useful tool to address the move from maps to reality. For this to happen, adequate EU funding is 

needed. Therefore, safeguarding the EUR 31.7bn budget would be a clear signal that member states 

support sustainable transport.” 
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Notes to the editor: 

 

The Connecting Europe Facility is the financial instrument for realising the Trans-European Network 

infrastructure and defines the conditions, methods and procedures for providing European Union 

financial support to infrastructure projects in the transport, energy and telecommunication sector.  

 

For further information, please contact: 

Eva Böckle  

Press and Communications Manager 

phone +32 2 213 08 90 

mobile +32 473 32 20 94 

e-mail eva.boeckle@cer.be 

The Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies (CER) 

brings together more than 70 European railway undertakings and 

infrastructure companies. CER represents the interests of its members 

towards the European institutions as well as other policy makers and 

transport actors. CER’s main focus is promoting the strengthening of rail 

as essential to the creation of a sustainable transport system which is 

efficient, effective and environmentally sound. For more information, see 

www.cer.be 

 

UNIFE 

Max Obenaus 

Head of Communications 

phone +32 2 643 70 80 

mobile +32 485 753 665 

e-mail max.obenaus@unife.org  

 

UNIFE represents the European Rail Industry in Brussels since 1992. The 

Association gathers more than 70 of Europe’s leading large and medium-

sized rail supply companies active in the design, manufacture, 

maintenance and refurbishment of rail transport systems, subsystems and 

related equipment. A further one thousand suppliers of railway 

equipment partake in UNIFE activities through 13 national rail industry 

associations. UNIFE members have an 80% market share in Europe and 

supply more than 50% of the worldwide production of rail equipment and 

services. www.unife.org  
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